
THE LORD’S
ANOINTED

A SERIES IN 1 & 2 SAMUEL

'Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I
will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie
with your wives in the sight of this sun. For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing
before all Israel and before the sun.’” David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the
Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.
Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is
born to you shall die.” Then Nathan went to his house. And the Lord afflicted the child
that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and he became sick. David therefore sought God on
behalf of the child. And David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. And
the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise him from the ground, but he would not,
nor did he eat food with them. On the seventh day the child died. And the servants of
David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, “Behold, while the
child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to us. How then can we say to
him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.” But when David saw that his
servants were whispering together, David understood that the child was dead. And David
said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” They said, “He is dead.” Then David arose from
the earth and washed and anointed himself and changed his clothes. And he went into
the house of the Lord and worshiped. He then went to his own house. And when he
asked, they set food before him, and he ate. Then his servants said to him, “What is this
thing that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive; but when
the child died, you arose and ate food.”

2 Samuel 12:11-21 ESV 
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“This is what the Lord says: Because of what you have done, I will cause your own
household to rebel against you. I will give your wives to another man before your very
eyes, and he will go to bed with them in public view. You did it secretly, but I will make
this happen to you openly in the sight of all Israel.” Then David confessed to Nathan, “I
have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lord has forgiven you, and
you won’t die for this sin. Nevertheless, because you have shown utter contempt for the
word of the Lord by doing this, your child will die.” After Nathan returned to his home,
the Lord sent a deadly illness to the child of David and Uriah’s wife. David begged God
to spare the child. He went without food and lay all night on the bare ground. The elders
of his household pleaded with him to get up and eat with them, but he refused. Then on
the seventh day the child died. David’s advisers were afraid to tell him. “He wouldn’t
listen to reason while the child was ill,” they said. “What drastic thing will he do when we
tell him the child is dead?” When David saw them whispering, he realized what had
happened. “Is the child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.” Then David got
up from the ground, washed himself, put on lotions, and changed his clothes. He went to
the Tabernacle and worshiped the Lord. After that, he returned to the palace and was
served food and ate. His advisers were amazed. “We don’t understand you,” they told
him. “While the child was still living, you wept and refused to eat. But now that the child
is dead, you have stopped your mourning and are eating again.”

2 Samuel 12:11-21 NLT


